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• Founded in 1996 to Promote Costa  

Rican Investment & Exports

• Manages Tax Incentives

• Focuses on Equal Opportunity &  

Well-being

• #1 Trade Promotion Organization for  

8 Years Running

• Free of charge Services

Who we are: What we do
• Investment advisory

• Information on the business & regulatory  

environment

• Connections to relevant organizations in the

investment ecosystem

• Support for investors, from set-up assistance  

to facilitation of incentives

• Introduction to strategic partners

• Aftercare services

PROCOMER: The National  Trade & Investment 
Promotion  Agency of Costa Rica





Ideal Time Zones for the

Americas and Europe

Costa  
Rica

Bilateral  

Investment  

Treaties

Preferential Access  

to 50+ Countries,  

Including US and EU

Port connectivity to the  

Pacific and Atlantic Oceans

2 hours  

away from

the US

Ideal nearshoring

destination

17 Free Trade  

Agreements

WTO member

OEDC Member

P A C I F I C  

O C E A N

A T L A N T I C

O C E A N





SUSTAINABLE



PIONEERS IN CONSCIOUS  
BUSINESS

~98%
Electricity comes  
from renewable  
sources

6.5%
Of the 

world’s

biodiversity

+30%
Of the 
country’s  
territory is  
protected



Coffee
Costa Rica exporting Deforestation free coffee positioned as a 

pioneer in the implementation of EU Regulation 2023-1115, approved in May 2023, 
and which will come into force in next months. The instrument obliges 
commercial operators (exporters and importers) not to market a list of raw 
materials associated with deforestation and environmental degradation 
without certification.”



Source: PROCOMER / Traditional exports include  

coffee, banana, beef and sugar
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Traditional Non-traditional

Costa Rica exports 4

,220 different products

to 165 destination

countries (2022)

COSTA RICA HAS TRANSFORMED ITS  
EXPORT STRUCTURE TOWARDS 
HIGHER  VALUE ADDED

Traditional vs Non-traditional Goods 
Exports

(% of total exports; 1986-2022)

The relative share of exports  

of non-traditional goods,  

with more value added, has  

increased from 33% in 1986

to 90% in 2022



24%
Medical  

Devices

22%
Knowledge-

intensive
services

8%
Digital  

Technologie

s

4%
Pineapple

4%
Banana

3%
Transformation Services

2%
Other syrups &  
concentrates

2%
Transportation
Services

2
%
Coffee

1%
Fruit Juices &  
concentrates

1
%

Palm oil

1%
Electric cables

1
%

Tires

1%
Electrical  
materials

1%
Textiles &  
clothing

1%
Bovine Meat

1%
Antivenom

1%
Iron or  
Steel bars

1%
Sauces and  
preparation
s

1
%

Diapers

0%
Medicines

0%
Glass  
containers

A DIVERSE PORTFOLIO OF 
OF  GOODS AND 
SERVICES  EXPORTS



SERVICES

#1 IN HUMAN CAPITAL AND 
DIGITAL SKILLS OF 
POPULATION IN LATAM

450+ ITC COMPANIES, 22%
specializing in 4.0
Technologies Multifunctional 
& Multilingual 

+70 different business 
processes: 
cloud computing, IoT 
data analytics
cognitive computing
+more

#1 EXPORTER OF 
MEDICAL DEVICES PER 
CAPITA AND 2ND

LARGEST IN LATAM

Presence of 7 global 
cardiovascular leaders

Pharmaceuticals, Class I 
to Class III Medical 
Devices & Components, 
Biotech

#1 EXPORTER OF 
GOLDEN PINEAPPLE 
AND #3 EXPORTER OF 
BANANA IN THE 
WORLD. (TRADEMAP, 
2022)

Organic, natural, carbon 
neutral, superfoods, 
unique specialty food  
products. 

Hosts 5 of the top 25 
food processing 
companies globally

AGRIBUSINESS
INDUSTRY 

#1 EXPORTER IN 
LATIN AMERICA OF 
HIGH-TECHNOLOGY 
GOODS

Aeronautics & 
Aerospace
Smart & green vehicles
Electronics, Rocket 
propulsion  
+more

LIFE 
SCIENCES

SMART
MANUFACTURI
NG

Source: PROCOMER (2022) and WIPO (2022)



•• Talent development

Technology transfer.

• Crosspollination between  

multinational

• and local companies.

• Productive linkages  

generation

Sustained evolution  
of the industry.

+100

MedTech  
companies  
have established
manufacturing  
operations in  
14 different  
subsectors

Source: CINDE 2022, Top 100 Medtech Companies 2019, QMED MD+DI

OPTICAL
Cooper Vision (COO) – 2012

DENTAL
Align Technology (ALGN) - 2001  
Byte – 2020
Dentsply Sirona - 2018  
SmileDirect Club - 2016
Smith Sterling (a Glidewell Labs Co.) - 1994  
Viax Dental Lab. - 2014
Zimbie - 2018

CARDIOVASCULAR/VASCULAR
Abbott Vascular (ABT) - 2010  
Boston Scientific (BSX) - 2009  
Cardinal Health (CAH) - 2011  
Edwards Lifesciences (EW) - 2015  
Theragenics (TGX) - 2014
Philips Healthtech - 2010  
Shockwave Medical (2022)
Terumo Cardiovascular Group – 2022

ENDOSCOPY
Apollo Endosurgery - 2014  
Boston Scientific (BSX) - 2004  
Horizons Intl. - 2005

MEDICATION DELIVERY SYSTEM
Baxter (BAX) - 1987
ICU Medical (ICUI) - 1999
Moog Medical (MOG. A) - 2009

ORTHOPEDICS/SPORTS  
MEDICINE/ENT

Smiths & Nephew (SNN) - 2002

MicroPort - 2013

Stryker (Former Wright Medical) -
2010  Medtronic – 2011
Riverpoint Medical - 2022

NEUROENDOVASCULAR/  

NEUROMODULATION

Boston Scientific R&D - 2014  

MicroVention - Terumo  

(TYO:4543) - 2011

Cirtec Medical - 2020  

Nevro - 2021

PHARMA

Bayer - 2021

RESPIRATORY

Philips Respironicsc - 2010

AESTHETICS

AbbVie (AABV) - 1999

Establishment Labs - 2009

OSTOMY

Coloplast (COLOB) – 2018

WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE
Hologic (HOLX) - 2004  

Cooper Medical - 2016

RADIOLOGY

Bayer (BAYN) - 2012

SURGICAL  

DEVICES

De Royal - 1996

APHERESIS SYSTEMS

Terumo BCT - 2021



CUSTOMER  

MANAGEMENT  

SERVICES

BPO SALES  
SUPPORT  

OPERATION
S

SOFTWARE DATA

ANALYTICS

DIGITAL

MARKETING

SHARED BACK ARQUITECTURE, NETWORK IT GAME CLOUD
SERVICES OFFICE ENGINEERING AND CONSULTING DEVELOPMENT COMPUTING
CENTERS & DESIGN TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICES & ANIMATION

CYBERSECURITY

OPERATIONS



Costa Rica's Dynamic Advanced Manufacturing  

Ecosystem

Semiconductors Metalwork Contract
Manufacturing

Engineering  
and repair

Telecommunications Electronics Aerospace Automotive



COSTA  

RICA
HAS AN ENABLING  
ENVIRONMENT

FOR THE  

SEMICONDUCTORS  

INDUSTRY
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CHIPS AND  
SCIENCE ACT

A Partnership to  

boost Costa Rica’s  

semiconductor  
ecosystem
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“I believe that Costa Rica is the best  
place for large investments. The United  

States is eager to strengthen our  
semiconductor alliance because it is

beneficial for both nations.”
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“There couldn't be a better time for Costa Rica  
to have such a comprehensive semiconductor  

strategy, Costa Rica's vision aligns perfectly  
with our unprecedented investments in the  

industry, poised to double in the next 5 to 10  
years.”Gina Raimondo, United 

States  Secretary of 
Commerce

On March 21st , 2024, during the launch of Costa Rica's National Semiconductor Roadmap



Costa Rica Unveils Latin
America’s FIRST  
Semiconductor 
Ecosystem  Enhancement 
Roadmap

ITSI Fund: International Technology Security and Innovation Fund; which provides the U.S. Department of State with $500 million ($100 million per year over five years, 

starting  in Fiscal Year 2023) to expand global semiconductor manufacturing.

01 Talent

Goal: Develop local talent and 

attract  foreign professionals.

Actions: Expand programs, improve

English, attract specialists.

02 Incentives 2.0

Goal: Offer modern incentives 

to  attract investment in R&D 

and  startups.

Actions: Develop new incentives 

for  R&D and FDI, promote startups.

03
Investment 
Attraction

Goal: Attract foreign investment 
in  semiconductor assembly, 
testing,  packaging, and design.
Actions: Run targeted campaigns,  
participate in fairs, support 
investors,  promote Costa Rica as a 
destination,  identify potential 
suppliers

04 Regulatory  

Improvement

Goal: Streamline processes to attract

talent and facilitate trade.
Actions: Simplify procedures for  
chemicals, residency, intellectual 
property,  and trade. Improve 
infrastructure and  staffing at ports.



• Electronics Assembly

• Grinding, stamping

• Limited heat treatment and plating

• Local machinery manufacturing

• Machine and tooling shops: CNC lathe, 

mill,  swiss turn, EDM, and conventional

• Metal Casting

• Molds & dies: Maintenance, 

repair,  manufacturing

• Packaging: Cardboard, thermoformed, flexible

• Plastic injection molding, insert molding and  

extrusion

Strong  
supplier base

• Electronics Assembly

• Grinding, stamping

• Limited heat treatment and plating

• Local machinery manufacturing

• Machine and tooling shops: CNC lathe, 

mill,  swiss turn, EDM, and conventional

• Metal Casting

• Molds & dies: Maintenance, 

repair,  manufacturing

• Packaging: Cardboard, thermoformed, flexible

• Plastic injection molding, insert molding and  

extrusion

Strong  
supplier base



19% régimen de zona franca

51.000 km² 131.957 km²

5,09 millons 10,7 millons

Extention

Population

89° 51°World importer

91° 64°
World exporter

Costa Rica  & Greece

FDI Summit & BTM Foodexpo

Embassy in Italy Embassy in Panamá

Main Fairs 

Diplomatic 

Representation

FTA since 2013



Trade Profile Costa Rica  & Greece



X

Trade Costa Rica-Greece, 2019-2023(USD 

Million)
COMPOUND ANNUAL 
GROWTH

(2019-2023)

Export: +8%
Import: +31%

QUANTITY OF PRODUCTS 
EXPORTED 2023

18
(> USD 200)

NUMBER OF EXPORTING 
COMPANIES 2023

32
(>= USD 12.000)

Source: PROCOMER y BCCR.



X

Trade Costa Rica-Greece, 2023
(SECTOR AND MAIN POINTS OF ENTRY)

Fuente: PROCOMER.

MAIN POINTS OF 

ENTRY (2023)

81% PIRAEUS

19%  THESSALONIKI



X

Trade Costa Rica-Greece, 2023
(% share by product)

Fuente: PROCOMER y BCCR.

MAIN EXPORTED PRODUCTS (2023) MAIN IMPORTED PRODUCTS (2023)

Pineapple 

38%

Banana 29%

Green coffee 

24%

Other frozen

fruits 5%

Other ships for 

transport 50%

Medicines 

10%

Prepared or 

preserved tropical 

fruit mixtures 6%

Prepared or 

preserved 

peaches 4%



Costa Rican products with potential in greek market

Fresh Produce & Food industry



Products with potential in the agri-food sector

Source: PROCOMER

Potential products are 
determined by

• High demand in Greece, approximated 

by the value of imports in the last five 

years. 

• High dynamism of demand in Greece, 

approximated by the growth in the value of 

imports in the last five years

• Growth of Costa Rica's supply, 

approximated by the growth of CR 
exports

65 lines tariffs



Potential products in Greek market

Fine 
bakery 

Pasta Preserve
d fruits 

Concentrat
ed fruit 
juices 

Cigars, 
cigarsChocolat

e

Mineral 
water, 

carbonated
Fish meal Pineapple Watermelo

ns

Foliage, 
leaves and 

more

Frozen 
fruit

Coffee
Banana



Logistics Analysis Costa Rica - Greece



Costa Rica has weekly departure frequencies from Moín

The main transfer ports are
• Manzanillo, Panama

• Valletta, Malta

• Port Said, Egypt 

Port Transit time

Piraeus 25 days

Thessaloniki 26 days

Shipping lines with service to 
Greece

These are approximate delivery times since there are 
situations beyond the exporter, lack of equipment, 
saturated ports.



#1 WORLDWIDE IN GREENFIELD FDI

Source: Greenfield FDI Performance Index 2023
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A RELIABLE  

PARTNER

COSTA  

RICA



+350 GLOBAL COMPANIES CHOOSE COSTA RICA 

TO

ENHANCE THEIR GLOBAL OPERATIONS



COSTA RICA'S  
THRIVING  INDUSTRIES  

ATTRACT FDI AND
COMPLEX  

PROCESSES

BEYOND THE  

BEACH:





COSTA  

RICA

0% Income tax outside GMA  
6% Income tax inside GMA
0% Income tax for Services Projects  
0% Income tax for Mega Projects

OFFERS FREE ZONE INCENTIVES 
INSIDE  AND OUTSIDE THE GREATER  
METROPOLITAN AREA

Income tax incentives for  
manufacturing & services projects

Minimum investment IN FIXED ASSETS:
$100.000 USD outside GMA
$150.000 USD inside GMA
$10.000.000 Mega projects

Additional 8/12-year renewal may be granted if significant reinvestment is made (Article 

20 bis)



Additional Free Trade
Zone incentives

100% exempt from  

customs duties 

(imports &  exports).

100% exemption 

of  VAT for local  

purchases.

Exemption of 
remittance

repatriation tax.

Exemption from  

municipality taxes (up 

to  10 years).

Exemption from 

property  transfer tax 

(up to 10  years).

Special Social Security  

rates (outside GMA 

only)

Quicker 
proceedings



SPECIALIZED  
HUMAN TALENT

S
 
e
 
m

 
i
 
c
 
o
 
n
 
d
 
u
 
c
 
t
 
o
 
r
 
s
 
 
 
2
 
0

 
2
 

4



6.4% OF GDP IN EDUCATION

5.6% OF GDP IN 

HEALTHCARE  EDUCATION 

FREE AND

MANDATORY SINCE 1870

98% LITERACY RATE

DEMOGRAPHIC STATS

POPULATION: 5.2 MILLION

50.4% 49.6%

25.6%  from 0 to 17 years

64.8% from 18 to 64 years

9.6% +65 years

LABOR FORCE:

2.2 MILLION



Priscila Chaves
Innovation & Ecosystem Lead 

at  Cargill

Marci Zaroff
CEO ECOfashion Corp

Alex Irwin-Hunt
Global Markets Editor at 

fDi  Intelligence

JUNE 11-12, 2024        
DAY 1: SPEAKERS

Manuel Tovar
Ministry of Foreign Trade

Laura López
CEO, PROCOMER

DAY 
2:

CUSTOMIZED 
AGENDAS:

• Visits to free trade 
zone  parks.

• Benchmark meetings with  
multinational companies.

• Sessions with academic  
institutions.

• Personalized advisory  
sessions with legal and 
tax  experts.

TOPICS
• Latest trends in FDI.
• Artificial Intelligence: Ethics and why it

matters.
• Sustainability, Climate Change, and 

the  intersection with manufacturing.
• Touristic Infrastructure: Where is 

Costa  Rica heading?

More speakers will be announced next week!



SUSTAINABILITY 
SHAPES BUSINESS

September 10-12 , 
2024

REGISTRATION OPEN: 
https://brs.btmcr.com/login

Save the Date

https://brs.btmcr.com/login


Why COSTA RICA?
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NO STANDING 

ARMY

SINCE 1948

EDUCATION FREE AND  
MANDATORY FOR 
BOYS  & GIRLS
SINCE 1870

OLDEST DEMOCRACY  
IN LATAM
SINCE 1889

COMPETITIVE INCENTIVES

KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER  
CAPABILITIES

CREATIVE, YOUNG AND  
INNOVATION DRIVEN 
LABOR  FORCE

STRATEGIC

LOCATION

LEGAL SECURITY AND  
LABOR RIGHTS



Σε ευχαριστώ πάρα πολύ

Dyana Esther Cordero 

dcordero@procomer.com

+972-523-232719
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